Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL POSS DUPE 
PAGE 01 BEIRUT 05492 141613Z 
73 

ACTION NEA- 16 

INFO OCT-01 IO-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 
USIA-15 OMB-01 SAB-01 SAM-01 CCO-OO SSO-OO DRC-01 
/109 W 

014388 

R 14145 1Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7832 
DIA 

INFO AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
USCINCEUR 
USINT DAMASCUS 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 5492 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR PMIL IS LE 

SUB J : ISRAELI-LEBANESE BORDER PROBLEMS 

1. AS REPORTED THROUGH DAO CHANNELS, AND FREQUENTLY COMMENTED 
UPON BY IDF SPOKESMEN, ISRAELI GROUND AND AIR FORCES HAVE BEEN 
ENGAGED ALMOST DAILY OVER PAST SEVERAL WEEKS IN ONE OR MORE FORMS 
OF MILITARY ACTION AGAINST LEBANESE TERRITORY SITUATED ALONG 
SOUTHERN LEBANESE-TSRAF.I.T BORDER, IN ARQUB REGION AND FURTHER 
NORTH IN BEKAA VALLEY. 

2. ARTILLERY FIRE ALONG SOUTHERN BORDER SEEMS BE LARGELY HARASS- 
MENT AND INTERDICTION, I.E., AIMED AT INHIBITING OR DETERRING 
POSSIBLE ACTION BY FEDAYEEN WHO MIGHT BE LOCATED ON LEBANESE 
VILLAGE OF CHEBAA, INCLUDING OUTSKIRTS OF VILLAGE, HIT VERY 
FREQUENTLY DUE TO ITS LOCATION ON FLANK OF MT HERMON. 

4. IN FURTHER EFFORT RESTRICT FEDAYEEN ACTION VIS IDF POSITIONS ON 
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GOLAN, IDF HAS IN PAST TWO WEEKS BEGUN PERIODIC ROCKET ATTACKS ON 
WHAT ARE BELIEVED TO BE FEDAYEEN CAMPS OR CONCENTRATIONS IN ARQUB 
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AND LOWER BEKAA AREA (ALSO KNOWN AS "FATAHLAND"). THESE RAIDS 
HAVE APPARENTLY INFLICTED SCORE OR MORE CASUALTIES UPON FEDAYEEN. 
UNTIL MAY 13 THEY HAD NOT INFLICTED ANY KNOWN CASUALTIES ON LEBANESE 
CIVILIAN POPULATION. ON MAY 13 IDF PHANTOMS. ROCKETED ARQUB AREA 
AROUND VILLAGES OF KFEIR, RACHAYA EL FOUKHAR, CHEBAA, AND KREIBE. 

ONE ROUND OF ROCKETS, ACCORDING TO BOTH EYE-WITNESS PRESS AND 
OFFICIAL ACCOUNTS, HIT VILLAGE OF KFEIR (HOME TOWN OF FATHER OF 
U S SENATOR ABOUREZK) WITH SINGLE ROCKET HITTING SQUARELY HOUSE 
WITH LARGE FAMILY INSIDE. OFFICIAL AND PRESS REPORTS AGREE THAT 
MOTHER AND TWO SMALL CHILDREN KILLED, WITH AT LEAST FIVE OTHER 
CHILDREN WOUNDED. 

5. LEBANESE ARMY. IN EFFORT STEM CRITICISM OF POLITICIANS AND 
CALM VILLAGERS IN BORDER AREA, HAS ANNOUNCED THAT ITS PATROLS ARE 
CONTINUING OPERATE ALONG BORDER, THAT ISRAELI POSITIONS INSIDE 
LEBANESE TERRITORY ARE VERY NEAR BORDER AND OCCUPIED BY INTER 
MITTENTLY, AND THAT WHEN "ENEMY” SEEN INSIDE LEBANON, THE 
LEBANESE ARMY "REPLIES WITH ALL AVAILABLE MEANS" (I.E., 

FIRES MORTARS OR ARTILLERY BUT USUALLY AVOIDS FIRING TOO CLOSE TO 
TARGET; THIS POLICY CONFIRMED TO US BY SENIOR GOL MILITARY AND 
CIVILIAN OFFICIALS). GOL, AND BORDER INHABITANTS AND POLITICIANS 
ALL UPSET BY LATEST LOSS CIVILIAN LIFE BUT THERE IS LITTLE MORE 
ANY OF THEM CAN DO UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES OF CONTINUING 
SYRIAN-ISRAELI CLASHES ON GOLAN. 
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